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What’s in a name? Quite
a lot actually! We name
all kinds of things in nature, from new species
to comets and of course,
new inventions. But
what does it take to get
one of those new things
named after you? There
are a few different ways
to put your name down
in the history books,
along with scientists and
inventors. Which way
will you choose?
Discover Something
If you like comets, or
maths, and
you really want something named after you,
you’re in luck. Put in a
lot of work to find an
undiscovered comet, or
invent a new mathematical equation, and presto!
You can choose to have
that item or idea named
after yourself.
But this doesn’t work
across all areas of science. When it comes to
things like asteroids or
new species, even if you
discover it, you can’t
name it after yourself. In
those cases, you can
still name your discovery—you just have to
name it after someone
else! Your pet, your
mum, or even your favourite singer. Which

brings us to the next
way to get something
scientific named after
you: become really wellknown.
Get Famous
Fame has its perks. One
of which is that scientists
love naming things after
their favourite, (or sometimes least favourite)
celebrities. That can be
other scientists, but also politicians like Barack
Obama, TV stars
like David Attenborough and plenty
of musicians.
Don’t forget! If you’re
naming something living,
it's traditional to change
the name into a two-part
name that at least
sounds Latin. This goes
back to a Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus who
invented this naming
system.
Invent Something
There’s a lot of stuff already out there in the
world that already has a
name. If you can’t find
something new to have
your name, why not
make it yourself?

tors. Creating something
new is a great way to
have your name go
down in history.
This doesn’t always
work. Sometimes you
might discover or invent
something and someone
else’s name gets attached to it, either because they’re better
known or their version
becomes more popular.
Sadly, this happens
more often than you
might think.

Did you know
…?
The most dangerous ani mal
on earth is the
common house
fly? Due to their
habits of visiting human
waste (yuck!),
they transmit
more diseases
than any other
animal.

Pay Money
Then, there’s always
cold hard cash. If you
don’t want to rely on luck
or toil for years in pursuit
of a namesake, there
are a few ways you can
name a species or even
a robotdiscovered maths theorum after yourself. You
just have to pay up! It
might not be the most
fun way to do things, but
it is one way to get your
name in scientific lights,
and it might help support
research expeditions.

Great inventions like
the petri dish or the diesel engine were actually
named after their invenDid you know the petri dish was named
after its inventor, Julius Petri?

Competition Time!
This half term, we
have a Science
Brain Box up for
Grabs for KS1 and
KS2!
To win, all you
have to do is complete a fact file on
Scientist of the
Term, Stephen
Hawking. For hints
and tips, visit
https://
www.dkfindout.com
/uk/science/famous
-scientists/stephenhawking/

